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For both Japan and the US, the blossoming 
cherry trees in Washington, D.C. this year 

are heavy with symbolism. A long, grim winter 
has passed, likely the last during which either 
country will be as burdened by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Likewise, each nation is moving for-
ward with renewed hope under new central lead-
ership. As President Joe Biden pledges to rebuild 
relationships with traditional allies, Japan is de-
termined to leverage this moment to forge even 
deeper, more influential bonds with the US.

In Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Su-
ga’s first speech marking the start of the year’s 
parliamentary session, he said that Japan is pri-
oritizing working with members of the inter-
national community, the US in particular, “to 
exert leadership in creating a post-corona inter-
national order.” At a time when the world faces 
unprecedented global challenges, cooperation 
between both nations could shape the future for 
generations to come. “The Japan-US alliance is 
the cornerstone of Japan’s diplomacy and secu-
rity, and the foundation of freedom, peace, and 
prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region and the in-
ternational community,” Suga told lawmakers. 

How does Japan envision this new era? As be-
fore, shared values with the US – human rights, 
free trade, prosperity and protecting regional se-
curity – are at its core. But now, Japan’s govern-
ment is highlighting the urgency of new interna-
tional norms for the digital age as well as the need 
to fight climate change. Just like Biden, Suga has 
pledged to make Japan carbon neutral by 2050.

Dealing with China’s growing power will no 
doubt be a challenge for both countries. Japan’s 
approach is firm but cooperative. Acknowl-
edging that stable Sino-Japanese relations are 
critical, Suga pragmatically says that “we will 

insist on what we should insist on… and work 
together to resolve common issues.” In his first 
call with Suga, President Biden expressed his 
“unwavering commitment” to the defense of 
Japan, including in the Senkaku Islands, which 
are subject to a territorial dispute with Chi-
na and Taiwan. In the call, both leaders 
also pledged to work towards the complete 
denuclearization of North Korea. 

Japanese leadership, committed to multi-
lateralism, breathed a collective sigh of relief 
when the US re-joined the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and the Paris climate ac-
cord. Recognizing strengths and weaknesses 
of global bodies, they hope more US involve-
ment can aid their push for reforms, particu-
larly in the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Since Japan donated cherry trees to Wash-
ington in 1912, the country’s mark on the 
US has grown exponentially. In 2019, 
Japan became the largest foreign in-
vestor in the US. Strengthening 
economic ties, particularly 
around technology like 
5G and AI, is another 
of Suga’s priorities.

Japan, America and  
the Post-Corona Order
The world’s two most economically powerful democracies have a unique 
opportunity for joint leadership in the post-pandemic global arena. 

The Japan-US alliance is the 
foundation of freedom, peace, and 
prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region 
and the international community

Yoshihide Suga,  
Japanese Prime Minister
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Japan’s new ambassador to the US was 
previously posted in South Korea and 
has worked closely with the Obama 
administration.

How do you envision Japan-US cooperation 
under a Biden administration?
PM Suga and President Biden have already 
confirmed they will cooperate bilaterally 
and on global issues. I think we can take the 
initiative in regional frameworks, as well as 
in the G7 and G20. Even as the international 
order faces major changes, the values of 
freedom, democracy, and human rights 
remain unchanged.

Why is Biden’s commitment to protecting 
the Senkaku Islands important?
Here is the situation. China’s attempts to 
unilaterally change the status quo in the 
East China Sea and other areas are intensi-
fying and contributing to a severe increase 
in tensions. President Biden has expressed 
his unwavering commitment to the defense 
of Japan, including the application of Article 
5 of the Japan-US Security Treaty to the 
Senkaku Islands. He has also reaffirmed 
the United Sates’ determination to provide 
extended deterrence to Japan. My govern-
ment considers the statement of intent to 
be highly significant and essential.

How can the countries partner around 
climate change? 
Advancing a virtuous cycle of environmen-
tal protection and economic growth is the 
way forward. To achieve carbon neutrality 
by 2050 and help decarbonize society 
globally, Japan and the US must collaborate 
on research, development and deployment of 
advanced technologies. I am talking about hy-
drogen, carbon capture and utilization, clean 
energy infrastructure and nuclear power.

KOJI TOMITA,  
JAPANESE AMBASSADOR  
TO THE UNITED STATES

“China’s attempts to unilaterally 
change the status quo in the East 
China Sea are contributing to a 
severe increase in tensions”

Q&A

A Japanese cherry tree branch 

frames the Jefferson Memorial 

in the US capital.  ALAMY
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